
Dear Members of our Catholic Parishes: 

   The fourth Sunday of Lent is known as “Laetare (Rejoice) Sunday,” 

expressing the Church’s joy in anticipation of the Resurrection of our Lord. In 

keeping with the day, the priest and/or deacon may wear rose-colored 

vestments. Today’s readings both remind us that it is God who gives us 

proper vision in body as well as in soul and instruct us that we should be 

constantly on our guard against spiritual blindness. By describing the 

anointing of David as the second king of Israel, the First Reading from the 

First Book of Samuel, illustrates how blind we are in our judgments and how 

much we need God’s help. In the Second Reading, Paul reminds the 

Ephesians of their new responsibility as children of light to live as children of 

the light, producing every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. 

Presenting the miracle of Jesus’ giving of sight to a man born blind, today’s 

Gospel teaches us the necessity of opening the eyes of the mind by Faith, and 

warms us that those who assume they see the truth are often blind, while 

those who acknowledge their blindness are given clear vision. Until I became 

a military chaplain, I had struggled with nearsightedness since being a young 

boy, and always wore thick-lensed glasses, which I always hated. Then, 

whilst in the military, they were seeking volunteers for a new form of laser 

surgery called PRK. I was accepted, and the surgery took place in two 

phases. Back then, it was quite painful, and it took a few days for the eye to 

repair. But, when it did, what a difference it made. For the first time in my 

life I could see almost perfectly, without the need for glasses. Occasionally, 

in the mornings, I would still reach out to the nightstand for my glasses, until 

I realized I did not need them anymore. I found life without glasses to be a 

great freedom. Contrast that with the cured blind man in today’s Gospel, and 

imagine the euphoria he must have felt, to be able to see perfectly for the 

first time in his life. Of course, and as always, the lesson taught here by Jesus 

is not related to physical sight, but being blind to the reality of who he is, and 

the gift that he is offering us. It speaks of spiritual blindness, that often 

shown by the Scribes and the Pharisees, where they chose not to see Jesus 

as Messiah and Savior. The Gospels for this and next Sunday are specifically 

directed to those adults who wish to receive the Easter Sacraments. In the 

Second Scrutiny today they will be able to reflect on the path that God is 

leading them on, and to learn to avoid the sin of spiritual blindness. John 

Henry Cardinal Newman was a professor at Oxford University. When he was 

an Episcopalian priest, along with the other scholars, he started the Oxford 

movement. When he was thirty-two years old, his health was bad, and he 



took a break from his writings and went to Europe to recuperate. But 

unfortunately, he contacted a deadly fever. He wanted to return to England, 

but no transportation was available. As he waited, his life became lonely and 

tedious; he was experiencing great physical and emotional despair. It is then 

that he penned a beautiful hymn asking God for light: “Lead, kindly Light, 

amid th’encircling gloom, Lead Thou me on: The night is dark, and I am far 

from home; Led thou me on: Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see the 

distant scene – one step enough for me.” In his confusion and distress, 

Newman prayed to the God of Light to lead him from darkness to light, from 

confusion to certainty, and from sickness to health. God heard his prayer and 

led him home safely. In 1845, he was converted to the Roman Catholic faith, 

and became a cardinal. 

God bless, 

Father Dan 

 

ITALY  PILGRIMAGE  OCTOBER  2017 

Our Parish Pilgrimage to Italy in October 18-28, co-sponsored by the Nevada 

Cattlemen’s Association, is now open for reservation. I do not yet have the print 

application, but you can register online at our parish website, stjoech.org, or come 

by the parish office. As soon as the print applications are delivered, they will be 

available in all our parishes, but, as I said, you can register online at any time. Also, 

please note that there is an extra discount of $100 per person if you make your 

reservation during Lent. 

   


